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Dual purpose of SL1M
K

OTA KINABALU: The 1Malaysia
Training Scheme (SL1M) which has
benefited 140,000 graduates across

the country since its initiation six years
ago is a holistic approach by the govern-
ment not only to reduce unemployment
but also address cost of living in the coun-
try. 

“Besides trying to get jobs for young
people, it is also a slightly different ap-
proach by the government to address the
cost of living,” said Minister in the Prime
Minister’s Department Datuk Seri Abdul
Rahman Dahlan.

“When we talk about the cost of living,
there are many who only talk with facts
based on rising price of goods, unfortu-
nately everywhere around the world there
is no negative inflation, it will always be
positive. 

“This means the price of goods will go
up every year, what is most important is to
also see the other side of the equation
which is revenue,” he said after officiating
the SL1M programme at Sepanggar, here. 

Close to 10,000 youngsters some from
as far as Kota Belud turned up for the event
participated by some 32 companies which
offered 2,000 vacancies. School bags were
also distributed to school children present
at the event.  

Rahman further said SL1M not only en-
able employers to meet potential work
candidates, but also teach job seekers how
to prepare themselves in terms of soft
skills, proper way of dressing and how to
answer questions during interviews

among others. 
“All these will be able to help provide

added value to each individual,” he said. 
When asked about Sabah’s highest de-

mand in job market and if there is suffi-
cient human capital to fill the vacancies,
he said “I think as you are all aware
tourism industry is very big in Sabah, it is
a main revenue now.”

“We are still in need of good quality
tour guides, people who have degree in
hospitality, people who can man the front
counters at the hotels, we don’t have
enough hotel rooms, and obviously this is
one area that SL1M and other agencies
should look into which is the tourism in-
dustry.

“I think this is critical,” he added.  
“As far as agriculture and plantation is

concerned, as you know, due to the fact
that most locals do not want to work in
plantation and construction, therefore it
is still very highly dependent on foreign
workers. 

“How do we remove that I am not too
sure how we do it, I think first of all we
need to understand that these job also pay
, some pay good money.

“Now for those who have no access to
good jobs or odd jobs in the office, I truly
believe that they should try jobs in con-
struction and plantation. 

“Don’t make it career there, do not
work in the plantation until you die, you
just work there for one or three years, to
fill in the gap and earn some income, save
some money and there after you could

come out and become small entrepre-
neurs and things like that,” he said. 

He said by filling in the foreign workers
position the youngsters in Sabah also is
helping the government tackling foreign
workers issue.

“Foreign workers issue is not just the
government’s issue, it is not just one indi-
vidual’s issue, it has to be resolved by all
quarters, politicians, businessmen, and
the people at large.

“If we continue say that it (hiring for-
eigners) is cheaper and we are not willing
to hire local and give them good salary, we
will be forever indebted to the foreign
workers

“Some things have got to change , it is
very important to have everybody in-
volved, the industry, the people , politi-
cians …once we are able to get our act
together I think we can tackle especially
foreign illegal workers in Sabah,” he said. 

Meanwhile, SL1M is seen as an effec-
tive approach that Prime Minister Datuk
Seri Najib Tun Razak when tabling the
National Budget 2018 announced alloca-
tion of RM40 million set aside for the
scheme. 

On top of that, companies awarded
government tenders are required to give
one per cent of their contract value to the
SL1M funds to help it grow and benefit
more Malaysian youths. 

Also present SL1M Secretariat Chief No-
rashikin Datuk Ismail and Sepanggar
Umno Acting Chief Datuk Yakub Khan
among others.

Abdul Rahman and Norashikin (centre) posing with the children after handing out school bags and stationery sets 
to them at the launch of the SL1M open day.

History not domain of certain 

people, says Rahman 
MINISTER in the
Prime Minister
Datuk Seri Abdul
Rahman Dahlan
(pic) said to move
forward there is a
need to under-
stand that history
is not the domain
of a certain people. 

“It has to be in-
terpreted by many people and then we try
to understand as we move forward,” he
said when commenting on Malaysia Agree-
ment 1963 (MA63) which is currently being
heavily discussed in Sabah. 

“I would like to give a slight look at
Sabah’s position in Malaysia, MA63, Cob-
bold Commission, the intergovernmental
committees, all of which is being hotly de-
bated in Sabah, we understand that elec-
tions are getting closer. 

“For me, if we want to explore what hap-
pened in the 1960s during the formation of
Malaysia, we need to have an open mind,
let’s listen to everybody, for example indi-
vidual A might interpret it one way, while
individual B might interpret another way. 

“Everyone may have a different inter-
pretation, different perception, but that
doesn’t mean they are wrong, we want to
move forward, thus we shouldn’t be emo-
tional,” he said. 

He said this during a media conference
after officiating the 1Malaysia Training
Scheme (SL1M) event held at Sepanggar
here, Saturday. 

He said it’s not fair  to judge history
based on current times saying “you got to
go back and put yourself in their (former
leaders during those days) shoes and try to
understand the situation facing them at
that time.

“But for you to interpret what happen
in 1963 based on what happen now is
wrong. It is not fair to say “Oh we don’t
need Malaya” but we all know why we
needed Malaya then, please appreciate that
first then we move forward. 

“For me, I listen to what the opposition

has to say, but I also want to hear what his-
torians say, what the leaders of Barisan Na-
sional say, it doesn’t mean they are wrong
because everyone has their own interpre-
tations. 

“I think in order for us to move forward
we need to understand that history is not
the domain of a certain people, it has to be
interpreted by many people and then we
try to understand as we move forward.

“I prefer to look forward and being one
of the cabinet ministers, I will defend the
state rights, but when it comes to interpre-
tation, everybody has a different way of in-
terpreting what happened in 1963. 

“So while we are chasing for that reso-
lution of historical issue, historically done
, we should not stop from fighting for more
allocation which under me under the Eco-
nomic Planning Unit ,I can guarantee
Sabah will always get the best and the
biggest slice of the development budget
among all the states.

“We will fight for more development
from Federal Government, we will fight for
more allocation, we will fight for more
equality, we will fight for more programme
like SL1M to bring to Sabah, but that
doesn’t mean we don’t love Sabah.

“We have to be balance, but for me it’s
the future, not the past, we use the past as
a basis of what we should do, but always
believe the future. 

“One more thing, it is globalisation
now, we are not just a citizen of Sabah, we
are citizen of the world, and the world is
getting smaller and smaller, it is shrinking.

“Our challenge is not in Malaysia, our
challenge are the Arabs because they are
our competition in the Muslim tourism,
the French and the European Union who
want to ban palm oil and rubber. 

“Our challenges are from the low cost
producers…the Vietnamese, the Burmese,
the Indo-Chinese, those are the challenges
of the people who have come here today
for SL1M programme in Sepanggar. 

“This is something to think about too,
don’t just look behind, we must also look
ahead,” he said. 

Dahlan handling over school bags and stationery sets to the students.

Sabah can be top clean energy hub
David Thien
KOTA KINABALU:
Sabah is key to
Malaysia’s renewable
energy prowess – the
State can be the pow-
erhouse of renew-
able and sustainable
energy in the 21st
century.

This is because
Sabah is the only place in the world where
all sorts of renewable energy generation
options are available from solar, wind, tidal
wave, geothermal, biomass, biogas, hydro
and mini-hydro etc.

Hence, regionally, Sabah can be South-
east Asia’s leading clean energy hub, in the
wake of the Prime Minister’s pledge to re-
duce Malaysia’s carbon footprint.

Blessed with natural resources – the un-
tapped potential is enormous especially for
biogas and biomass power generation in

Sabah with many plantations.
Malaysia has already pledged to cut na-

tional carbon emission intensity by 45 per
cent by 2030 based on 2005 emission levels.   

Leading this prong to realise this poten-
tial is Cenergi SEA Sdn Bhd, a company
today wholly owned by Khazanah Nasional
Berhad, Malaysia’s sovereign fund.

The company aims to maximise renew-
able energy potential in Sabah, especially
in the palm oil industry by developing in-
vestment-viable business models which
others can replicate and implement them-
selves.

Cenergi is targeting RM100 million of
project investments for Sabah in the next 3
to 5 years with its project development and
investment based on ESG principles.

Cenergi’s Group Chief Executive Officer
Ernest Navaratnam (pic) explained:
“Cenergi SEA Sdn Bhd was established in
September 2010 as a joint venture between
Khazanah Nasional Berhad and Camco

Clean Energy plc. In May 2013, Khazanah
became the sole owner of Cenergi, being a
company that specialises in sustainable de-
velopment, carbon reduction and convert-
ing waste into energy.”

“We aim to be Malaysia’s leading renew-
able energy player in Southeast Asia by
owning and operating assets that reduce
carbon footprint.”

Ernest Navaratnam: “Cenergi owns and
operates four on-grid biogas facilities to-
talling 5.5 MW and has committed over
RM50 million in energy efficiency as part of
our success to date.

“We are collaborative with stakeholders
involved include government bodies such
as SEDA, palm oil mill owners and national
financial institutions.

“We are innovative as we use technology
suitable for the projects, instead of choos-
ing projects based on technology.

“We empower local human capital by
employing trained locals to manage and

operate our projects.
“We will rely on Sabahans to operate

and lead local projects,” Ernest Navaratnam
stressed to Daily Express at the Renewable
Energy & Greentech Sabah Conference &
Exhibition held at the Pacific Sutera Hotel,
recently, themed ‘Opportunities and
Growth in the Renewable Energy & Green
Technology Industries in Sabah’.

Malaysia is fully committed to being a key
part of the global transition to a low-carbon,
and eventually carbon-neutral society, with
ambitions of achieving this by 2050.

The historic Paris Agreement, in force
since Nov 4 last year, aims to cap global
temperature rise at 2°C above pre-indus-
trial levels. Importantly, the agreement also
seeks to help developing and less devel-
oped nations deal with the impact of cli-
mate change with financing, new
technology and capacity building.

Malaysia, as an environmentally respon-
sible developing economy, ratified these and

has put in place a progression of policies,
legislative frameworks and implementation
mechanisms to catapult the nation into a
sustainable, green and low-carbon future.  

Key examples include the 10th and 11th
Malaysia Plans, our five-year national de-
velopment plans, which specifically high-
light the achievement of green living
environments, sustainable green growth,
low carbon transport and competitive
cities; the National Green Technology Pol-
icy (2009) and creation of Green-Tech
Malaysia under the Energy, Green Tech-
nology and Water Ministry; the Renew-
able Energy Act and the Low Carbon City
Framework and Assessment System (both
2011); setting up SCP Malaysia to spear-
head sustainable consumption and pro-
duction nationwide; and, the National
Policy on Biological Diversity 2016-2025.

Sabah is certainly one of the key players
to enable Malaysia to realise all its commit-
ments to the world’s community.

THE Head of Donggongon Tamu Association and
his deputy, John Gintos and Tonny Undara being
among the first stallholders to realise that 16 of
their members were affected by a roof fire already
put out by Bomba and area cordoned off early
Tuesday. A councillor and a team of enforcement
officer arrived immediately but were relieved
there was no sign of foul play as the blackened
roof and melted lamps and wiring points to elec-
trical short circuit, however Bomba is still inves-
tigating. District Officer Luvita Koisun assured
that repairs will be carried out as soon as possi-
ble. Pic shows John and Tonny on site. – Oswald
Supi

Tamu roof fire BN still relevant, 

says Youth chief
Lagatah Toyos
TAWAU: Tawau Umno Youth Chief Ariffin Kas-
sim believes the Barisan Nasional (BN) gov-
ernment is still relevant to defend and fight
for Bumiputera rights in the country despite
attempt by certain parties to deny the fact.

He said BN has initiated assistance to Bu-
miputera and it is the responsibility of all the
people to ensure the BN government contin-
ues to administer the country. “Sometimes
our people (Bumiputera) forget that the pros-
perity and harmony of the nation has been
the result of the wisdom of previous leaders.

“Therefore, we must strive to maintain our
destiny even though Bumiputeras in Sabah
were seen divided with the emergence of new
parties in our State,” he said.

According to him, the Bumiputeras in the
country are aware of their higher and special
position in the Constitution.

“It is only high in political power but in
term of economic power is still lagging be-
hind non-Bumiputeras,” he said in officiating
the dinner and presenting certificates to De-
partment of Community Development’s
Skills Education Division here on Monday.

‘Formulate laws on fitness’ call
LANGKAWI:  An expert in exercise sci-
ence has suggested to the government
to formulate laws pertaining to fitness
to regulate exercise therapists in the
country.

Dr Lee Chee Pheng said under the
law, exercise therapists could be regis-
tered and accorded proper certification
to conduct the exercise which had been
proven to help in preventing chronic
diseases.            “The prescription of the
right kind of exercise therapy helps in
preventing four non-communicable dis-
eases (NCDs) namely hypertension, dia-
betes, obesity and dyslipidemia
(abnormal amount of cholesterol
and/or fat) in the blood).

“Exercise therapy can produce many
positive changes to the human body if
executed in correct dosage,” he told re-
porters on the sidelines of the Inaugural
World Conference on Exercise Medicine
in Langkawi, Kedah at a hotel here Tues-
day. 

Exercise therapy is a regimen or plan
of physical activities designed and pre-
scribed for specific therapeutic goals.  

It is also used to restore normal mus-

culoskeletal function or to reduce pain
caused by diseases or injuries.         He
said the Health Ministry had success-
fully conducted pilot studies on exercise
science in seven ‘Klinik Kesihatan’ (gov-
ernment healh clinics) in 2012 and 2013.
– Bernama         

Grader operator

killed in freak 

accident
Mardinah Jikur
SANDAKAN: A grader operator died in a
freak accident at Ladang Sungai Menangol,
Suan Lamba, here, Tuesday.

District Police Chief ACP Mohd Azhar
Hamin said it was believed that the the 32-
year-old Indonesian, Risal Lompo, lost con-
trol of the machine when it crashed and he
was thrown off.

Azhar said the machine crushed the fallen
victim, killing him instantly.

The case will be investigated under Sec-
tion 41 (1) of the Road Transport Act 1987


